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'LEADING. THE FIRST MISSION To SEEK OUT LIFE BEYONMD OUR OAsIS SHoyLD
HAVe BEEN THE GReAaTeEsT MOMENT OF MY SCLIENTIFIC CAREER.,
INGTEAD, WE SHUFFLED OQUT oOF TowN UKE WRAITHS THROUGH THE
MORNING MISTS, IITS JUST. AS WELL, THOUGH, SINCE MOST OF OUR,

COLLEAGUES ARE CoNVINCED WE WILL FAIL.
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We PASSED THROUGH THE
GREAT WESTERN GATE
IN SILENCE. " '
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BY MIDDAY WE PASSED WITHIN view OF THE RUNS OF OLD COLEOPOLIS. OUR
MELANCHOWY MOoOD WAS IMMEDIATELY BURNED AWAY BY THE SIGHT. AS
FAR AS I KNOW, WE WERE THE FIRST BEETLES IN A MILLENIUM
(0 SET gYes ON THEM. ‘

THE CiTY waAS DESTROYEDR
OYER A THOUSAND YEARS
AGO BY THREE COCONUTS
THAT FELL FRom A
SHELTERING PALM TREE.

LEGEND HAS IT THaT THE .
GOb SCARARUS CAST DowN

THE GCONUTS To PUNISH

THE INHABITANTS FOR

WHAT HE CONSIDERED AN
UNHEALTHY QUEST ToR
KNOWLEDGE, R

EVERFTHING WAS DEMOLISHED,
INCLUDING THE LEGENDARY
LIBRARY, THE HANDFUL OF
REeTlLes THAT SURVINED
WISELY CHOSE T© ESTABLISYH
NEW COLEQPOLLS FAR AWAY

FRom ANY TREES.

TS aN AMAZING "THING
To BeYoub

OF CoURSE, T WAS STRUCK BY
THE FACT TRAT WE CoulD
Sge THE RUINS &T ALL.

How 'S (T THAT _
AFTER A& THoLSAND
YEARS THE OLD i1y ISN'T ™
COMPLETELY OVERGROWN?

T'D LovE To INVESTIGATE BUT GOING THERE
& FORBIDDEN. OUR RULERS DON'T WANT
T RISK PROVOKING SCARARBUS A& AIN.

A DISTANT GLIMPSE 1S AU WE GET
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A FEW HOURS LATER, WE WERE AT THE EDGE OF THe
OASIS AND FACING A HORIZ.ON FuLL OF SF\ND

T, Ny

¢ | QUR MISSION IS TO Look FoR LIFE IN THIS VAST \
\ Y| NOTHINGNESS . THIS WAS MY I1DEA. MY PLAN. AND 1
' | AT THAT FIOMBNT, IT SEEMED INSANE. i

“m""‘limmnmnum lﬁ

I L I N/ N W
il BUT THEN T TooK MY 3 'm lep ol
|| FIRST STEP INTO THE S\
{IDESERT SAND AND T k
| HAD THE STRANGEST AT
| FEELING THAT T WAS.. Y

|

| “@Mmﬂﬁ M _H ;

W THAT, MY DQUBTS

| (oK, T LookeDp BACk ONCE, BUT
EVAPORATED. T WALKED A - A28 '
EVAPORATED, o W _ THAT WAS JUsT TO TELL

/ 5\
AND NEVER LOGKED ¢ ./ RAEF TD HURRY UR)
BACK.




LUCY 'S TOURNAL &_’\/
FEB. I7, (002 -
T DON'T KNOW WHAT T WAS eXPeECTING

BUT IT WASN'T THIS. WEWE SEEN NOTHING
BUT SanD.

WEWE STOPPED FOR THE DAY AND MOSSY
HAS PLANTED QUR BANNER AT THE
EDGE OF camPp

(IT BEARS THE L
ANTE NNA [CON, OUR |
SYMBoL OoF
SCIENTIFIC
DISCOVERY.)
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= lTs A HOPEFUL ACT THAT HELPS ME \

- T +—‘— - . ! ./'4-—'—_._—’ 1
e PO DEAL WITH THE DESPAIR I'M STARTING T FEeL.

OT'S TWiLiGHT NOW, AND_ as USUAL, AN ANXLOUS
STILLNESS PERMEATES THE GzRouP EVEN THOUGH
WEWE SURVINED TWO NIGHTS OF CHilL-COMA,
WEMRE ALL STILL A BIT NERVOUS WHEN THE
SUN GOES DOWN.:

THE FRIGID DESER_T NIGHT WilL LEAVE U5
IMMORBILIZED AND HELPLESS.

T ™INK T wAS PREPARED FoR THE GRUELING
PHYSICAL CHALLENGES OF THIS TRIP, BuT T
DIDN'T ANTICIPATE THE EMOTIONAL TOLL

| 1T WOULD EXACT. LIKE THE DESERT
TEMPERATURES, T SWING FRom  HoT To
OLD, T SPEND THE DAY EXCITED, HUNGRY
TO FIND SoMe THING NEw

AND T SPEND EACH NIGHT TERRIFIED.




THAT SOMETHING JUST AS HUNGRY
WILL FIND VS FIRST
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